Habitat Project Proposal

Proposal Title: 6-Mile Habitat Improvement Project Proposal Number: 1051

DWR Region: Central Region Lead Agency: DWR County: Sanpete

Project Manager: Mark Farmer PM Phone: 8014915653 Regional Priority: Within Focus Area
Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat Proposed Start Date: 07/01/2008

Project Location:

Project Description:

Description of
Problem/Need:

Objectives:

Relevance to
Strategic Plans:

Potential Risks:

Proposed Methods:

6-Mile Wildlife Management area in Sanpete County south of Manti

1,200 acre lop & scatter project to enhance wildlife habitat

The 6-Mile Wildlife Management Area contains more than 2,000 acres of winter range that supports hunderds of wintering mule deer
and elk. Much of this critical winter range was anchor chained and seeded in the early 1960's. Pinyon and juniper trees have grown
back and are beginning to provide significant competition to sagebrush, grasses and forbs. Trends for sagebrush have been declining
since 1997. Removing the competition of young juniper and pinyon trees will eliminate competition and maintain the original chaining
treatment. In addition, user created ATV trails are becoming humerous and causing erosion. Unauthorized roads and trails will be
closed and seeded.

Reduce juniper and pinyon competition with understory grasses, forbs, and shrubs. Improve sagebrush health and vigor. Improve
grazing distribution with cattle guard installation.

The pinyon-juniper and big sagebrush areas lie within the sagebrush steppe type which is one of the key habitats identified in the
WAP. This area supports mule deer (Tier Ill) and elk. Numerous other species of concern (Tier Ill) also inhabit the area including
neotropical birds and raptors.

The proposed treatments lie within Central Region UPCD focus areas.

The proposed projects will address some of the habitat management strategies outlined in the deer and elk management plans for
herd unit 16C (Central Mountains, Manti) including: Continue to improve and restore sagebrush steppe habitats critical to deer
according to DWR's Habitat Initiative. Maintain habitat quantity and quality at a level adequate to support the stated population
objectives while at the same time not resulting in an overall downward trend in range condition and watershed quality. Work
cooperatively with land management agencies and private landowners to plan and implement improvement projects for the purpose of
enhanceing wildlife habitat and range resources in general.

The proposed projects will address the following goals and objectives of the Division of Wildlife Resources most recent strategic
management plan:

Resource Goal: expand wildlife populations and conserve sensitive species by protecting and improving wildlife habitat.

Objective 1: protect existing wildlife habitat and improve 500,000 acres of critical habitats and watersheds throughout the state by 2010.
Objective 3: conserve sensitive species to prevent them from becoming listed as threatened or endangered.

Constituency Goal: Achieve broad-based support for Division programs and budgets by demonstrating the value of wildlife to all
citizens of Utah.

Objective 2: improve communication with wildlife organizations, public officials, private landowners, and government agencies to obtain
support for Division programs.

Use hand crews to cut all pinyon and juniper trees less than 6 inches in diameter. Utilize bulldozer to rip unauthorized roads and ATV
trails. Broadcast seed on ripped roads and cover with ATV harrow. Install 24 ft cattle guard on the south end of the property to better
control grazing on the property.

Shapefile Name: 6-mile lop&scatter Seed Source: GBRC

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date: 11/13/2007

Proposed
NEPA Action:

Proposed
Arch Action:

Vegetation Monitoring [ ] wildlife Monitoring
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Monitoring Details:  One range trend study is found within the project area. Additional photo points will also be established.

Cons. Outreach
Details:

SPECIES BENEFITING

Mule Deer Elk Neotropical Birds

LAND OWNERSHIP

Owner Acres
DWR 1200
Total 1200

PROPOSED FUNDING

Amount Date Amount
Source Requested Approved Approved
RMEF $30,000.00 $0.00
MDF $30,000.00 $0.00
Habitat Acct 174 $6,000.00 $0.00
Totals $66,000.00 $0.00
PROPOSED BUDGET
In Kind/
Item Description DWR Account Partner Contrib.
Contractual Services Lop & scater 1,200 acres of PJ @ $50/acre $60,000.00 $0.00
Materials and Supplies fuel and maintenance for bulldozer to rip roads $500.00 $0.00
Seed (GBRC) 10 acres of seed @ $50/acre $500.00 $0.00
Materials and Supplies 24 ft cattle guard + foundation $5,000.00 $0.00
Totals $66,000.00 $0.00
PROPOSED FUNDING ALLOCATION
Funding Type Funding Percent
Big Game 100
Total 100.00%

Project Map:
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